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Location oF Fall Hill Avenue:
Fall Hill Avenue begins in downtown Fredericksburg 
and ends when it merges into the one lane Bragg 
Road. The primary section where the construction 
plans are located is between where Fall Hill 
intersects with Route 1 and then where it 
intersects with Carl D. Silver Parkway. 



Location of Construction Changes



Fall Hill Avenue Before Changes:
Fall Hill Avenue was a two lane road without any sidewalks. 
There are two bridges, one over 95 and the other over the 
canal. Both bridges had no sidewalk or space for people to 
walk safely across. 

THe Neighborhood: 
- Low Income housing (150 apartments)
- Heritage Park 
- Private owners
- Fall Hill Plantation (historical site)
- Wegman’s and various other stores and businesses



http://www.farms-land.com/Fall%20Hill%20Avenue%20Improvements%20-%20Public%20Info%20Meeting%20-%203%
2024%202011[1].pdf

View of Fall Hill Avenue 



http://www.farms-land.com/Fall%20Hill%20Avenue%20Improvements%20-%20Public%20Info%20Meeting%20-%203%2024%
202011[1].pdf

View of Fall Hill Avenue 



Initial Idea & Plans For Fall Hill Construction

-According to many sources, Fall Hill 
renovations have been in the plans 
for a long time, however the funding 
didn’t come until much later.

-Part of the reason Fall Hill Avenue 
was chosen was due to the lack of 
historical land it would impede upon. 

http://patch.com/virginia/fredericksburg/residents-give-input-on-fall-hill-mary-
washington-project



Reasons and Benefits for Construction:

http://www.virginiadot.
org/projects/fredericksburg/fall_hill_avenue_widening_an
d_i-95_bridge_replacement.asp

http://www.virginiadot.
org/projects/resources/Fredericksburg/Fall_Hill_Ave
nue_Widening_and_I-
95_Bridge_Replacement_Fact_Sheet.pdf



Structure of the Project 

http://www.virginiadot.org/business/resources/APD_Docs/SOQ/88699_-_SOQ_-_Shirley.pdf



In 2002, 150 low income apartments were available in the neighborhood right off of Fall HIll Avenue. If the plans for 
construction on the road were already in action, it could appear as though moving in low income housing could prevent 
potential challenges the designers and developers would face when the plan was eventually submitted and construction 

began. WHile the Changes did bring about many positive changes, potential concerns by residents may not have been given 
the opportunity to be expressed.

http://affordablehousingonline.com/housing-search/Virginia/Fredericksbrg/Fall-Hill-II-Aka-Riverview/13434/



http://www.farms-land.com/Fall%20Hill%20Avenue%20Improvements%20-%20Public%20Info%20Meeting%20-%203%2024%
202011[1].pdf

In this picture a 
man can be seen 
walking along Fall 
Hill Avenue. One of 
the big issues for 
neighbors was the 
lack of a sidewalk 
along the road. 



COMMunity Involvement 

http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/resources/Fredericksburg/Fall_Hill_Avenue_Widening_and_I-95_Bridge_Replacement_Fact_Sheet.pdf

While the project leaders made attempts to involve the community throughout the project’s process, 
they didn’t initiate the community involvement prior to the initial plan submission. The community 
was only allowed to be involved at an arm's length; only when asked could they have a voice. 



COmmunity Involvement Continued

http://www.virginiadot.org/business/resources/APD_Docs/SOQ/88699_-_SOQ_-_Shirley.pdf



In the red underlined 
statements to the right, 
it is clear that the 
primary focus are the 
changes declared by the 
state and contractors. 
Once the changes are in 
place, then the opinion 
of those impacted are 
taken into account. THe 
structure of decision 
making isn’t 
incorporating the 
average citizens.   

http://www.farms-land.com/Fall%20Hill%
20Avenue%20Improvements%20-%20Public%
20Info%20Meeting%20-%203%2024%202011[1].
pdf



ISSUES THAT THE PROJECT LEADERS FACED

http://www.farms-land.com/Fall%20Hill%20Avenue%20Improvements%20-%20Public%20Info%20Meeting%20-%203%2024%202011[1].pdf



Community Response to 
Construction





The second comment really hits home about the issues that many of the low income housing residents may have 
faced during this time of construction. The planners didn’t seem to be aware or chose not to acknowledge those 
potential challenges, nor did they give the space for citizen to mention them. 

http://patch.com/virginia/fredericksburg/new-fall-hill-avenue-bridge-open-early-0



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMzrmbe6Jzg

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMzrmbe6Jzg


Thoughts on the 
Process and what 

will come
The project planning didn’t take into 

account the opinions and viewpoint of the 
community until progress had already 
begun. While they did a decent job of 

communicating updates about the changes, 
they failed to provide extra services to 
make up for the impacts they were having. 

On the flip side, while more community 
involved could have been present, the changes 
did bring about positive impacts on many 
members. The sidewalks were crucial and 
widening the street will help with lowering 
back up. However, it is encouraging others 
outside of the immediate community to drive 
through more often and increasing the traffic 
flow now that it’s directly connected to the 
hospital. It does seem as though the outcome 
of these changes will help others to get to 
Central Park more easily, and more often than 
not those surrounding the Fall Hill Avenue 
are not Central Park frequenters. These 
changes have the potential to help the 
overall flow of Fredericksburg traffic at the 
expense of those living around and directly 
on Fall Hill Avenue. The impact and response 
to Fall Hill by immediate neighbors as well 
as Fredericksburg as a whole will be 
interesting to follow as time passes. Were 
those $45 million dollars well spent?
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