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Boston Olympics 2024! Yay? 

It was a season for every professional Boston sports team to forget. The Celtics lost to the 

Lakers in seven games in the NBA Championship. The Red Sox had choked away a fantastic 

start to the season, and to make it worse the Yankees won the World Series that year. The Bruins 

had the best record in all of hockey and they ended up coming just short of reaching the Stanley 

Cup Playoffs. All was not lost however for the city of Boston. For where there is bad, there is 

also good. That same year the Massachusetts Department of Transportation was formed thanks to 

the campaigning on the part of former governor Deval Patrick. It merged the Massachusetts 

Turnpike Authority and the Massachusetts Highway division. Ownership of bridges were handed 

over by the Department of Conservation and Recreation. Finally, we have the Massachusetts Bay 

Transportation Authority. The MBTA became a integral part of Bostonians daily lives. It was the 

way people got to all sorts of sporting events, classes, family get togethers, and work. It became 

the artery of Boston, because everything and everyone came across it through their daily lives. 

Ever since it’s founding funding has been cut in numerous sections within the MBTA itself. 

Most of the funding is done by the richest 1% of Boston so this shouldn’t be an issue. The people 

of Boston thought this was going to change by electing a new governor but still there are no 

changes in the direction of funding. With only the 1% in mind, talks of bringing the 2024 

Olympics to Boston has been swirling around the city and lines have been drawn. We have the 

nonprofits and the people on one side and major developers and business owners on the other. 

The classic fight between money and nonprofits is currently going on in the city of Boston and 



this is why it is important for Boston to burn their ticket to the 2024 Olympics. Let the fight 

begin.  

In Boston, there are three important players on the business owner/profit gainers side: 

Bob Craft, Mitt Romney, and John Fish. Bob Craft is the owner of the New England Patriots, 

Mitt Romney was the former governor of Massachusetts, and John Fish is major developer 

within that area. The problem herein lies within the fact that this group of individuals are the 

backbone to funding the MBTA excluding the people’s taxes of course. They are the ones who 

decide how much money should go into funding and where it should be going into. Their 

thinking is that they know they need money to fix the MBTA because it is becoming a bigger 

issue by the day but they do not want to allocate more funding into the MBTA. Their solution is 

simple. Bring the 2024 Olympics into the city of Boston. That will in turn, generate more 

revenue, provide more jobs, and most importantly being in private investors. A smaller scale 

version of this happened in the Boston Landing Commuter rail when New Balance came in and 

decided they would like to sponsor the rail. By bringing in private investors, you bring in new 

business opportunities such as building more small business, which was a huge campaign 

platform that Romney used during his run for office, and more stadiums. Bob Kraft just recently 

released his plans for his soccer team the New England Revolution and during that same time the 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation purchased a new rail line for $23 million dollars. 

This rail would send another rail line to Gilette Stadium which is where the New England 

Patriots play. This is very suspicious because the Massachusetts Department of Transportation 

came out with a statement saying they were not going to use the Olympics as a way to fix the 

MBTA. Why would you bring in a rail line to a stadium which is more than likely going to be a 

place where events will be held at? With the addition of the new stadium for Bob Kraft’s soccer 



team, it’s even sketchier. People of Boston have started to take notice and have begun to rally 

around there city and have actively started campaigning against bringing the Olympics to Boston 

in 2024.  

If you search for Boston Olympics 2024 you will find a site called 

nobostonolympics.com just below the official website for Boston Olympics. With the clever use 

of the Olympic rings forming a “NOOOOO” next to the Boston Olympics sign, this nonprofit 

has come together to bring more awareness to people who think bringing the Olympics to Boston 

is a good idea. Their three biggest problems with the Olympics being brought to Boston is they 

think the Olympics will be a distraction to politicians. Instead of focusing on improving schools, 

reducing crime, and figuring out better housing, they will be more focused on making sure all 

events are running smoothly and the construction of new stadiums and buildings are on schedule. 

A second problem is that the people of Boston will be heading the charge for paying for all of 

these new buildings and stadiums. Sure the Olympic committee can take care of some of those 

cost but how much can they really trust them to cover all of it. It almost seems like a guarantee 

for the people of Boston to pay at least something. Lastly, the myth of economic growth has been 

debunked over the last few decades of research with the result that there is no significant 

economic difference before and after the Olympics. Regarding the MBTA and the T, the rail line, 

many new questions arose when residents thought that the Olympics would fix the problems that 

they faced daily. Residents believed the federal government was going to lend a hand and help 

fix the T to help offset the influx of commuters into the city. The truth is, they wont lend a penny 

and the proposed budget for the Olympics does not have funds coming in from any outside 

sources. An even crazier truth is that if the crowds are too big to handle, nothing will change in 

regards to help providing a system that helps control that. The only thing the committee will care 



about is how good the city or games will look on TV. The nonprofit No Boston Olympics itself 

is advocating for support for new revenue for the T and trying to come up with a better way to 

make sure their taxes are going to that cause.  

How did this year long fight end? It ended with one meeting of the United States 

Olympic Committee in San Francisco in December. There were many questions regarding 

polling within the city and there were studies that the Boston 2024 group brought in that showed 

that around 60% of the people who they polled were generally for the project but the committee 

said these numbers are more for potential rather than actual support. The group No Boston 2024 

and the failure of public support was the main cause of the downfall of the Boston Olympic bid. 

While Boston 2024 had gained some steam with Mayor Marty Walsh, Governor Charlie Baker’s 

campaign was a huge shot to the hopes of the Olympic committee approving Boston because he 

had been very reluctant on taking a side which showed a dangerous amount of skepticism to the 

committee. The biggest turning point was when the committee realized with the amount of 

support for the bid now and the potential for the residents to pay for hosting the games was too 

big of a risk for them to take. Therefore causing the USOC to rescind their bid from Boston. 

With the reduced polling numbers and the emergence of Los Angeles as a potential candidate, 

Boston 2024 had officially been knocked out. The USOC chose Los Angeles as their bidding city 

for the 2024 Olympics.  

Good news! Even if the wealthiest 1% want something to happen in your city, there are 

times you get to have the last laugh when it comes to community developments. Yes, it was a 

huge victory from Boston residents to have their bid rescinded but these same problems could be 

facing Los Angeles. There are also no promises that there will be more funding into the T. The 

only news so far is that there will be improvements on the red and orange rails. Taking small 



victories will be key in moving forward with a change in spending of tax money for the T. With 

the help of nonprofits, the residents who thought about the repercussions of Boston 2024 were 

able to avoid an economic catastrophe. Pluralist theory is supported in this case because the 

people who were knowledgeable on Boston 2024 were involved with the nonprofit. They were 

the ones who led the charge against Boston 2024. Nonprofits were able to guide them along in 

focusing their efforts in the right ways. They were used as a tool for the residents of Boston and 

thus ridding Boston 2024’s campaign for the Olympics.  
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